
 

 

HIST 388: 
Modern Canada 

 

 
Ian Milligan, HH 114 

(519) 888-4567 x32775 
i2milligan@uwaterloo.ca 

 
Office Hours: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-3pm or by app’t. 

 
Welcome to HIST 388! This course provides a decade-by-decade examination of the 
central social, political and economic themes that have helped characterize ‘Modern Canada.’ 
Beginning with the Second World War, the course moves through the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 
and 1980s. Canada became a more diverse country, and was profoundly shaped by 
demographic forces such as the baby boom generation, political changes to our immigration 
rules, and a new approach to interacting with the world. 
 A central theme in this course is the question of what it meant to be 
“Canadian” in the aftermath of the Second World War and beyond. To examine the 
evolution of Canadian identity, this course explores political and fiscal policy; youth cultures; 
the women’s movement; race; working-class revolts; upheavals in Quebec; and aboriginal 
rights (among other topics). It draws upon methodological insights from cultural studies, 
history, politics, economics, and women’s history.  
 In this class, we’ll have some lectures, but we’ll also have some discussions, videos, 
music, research, and hopefully some fun. This period of Canada’s past is a fascinating one! 
Our tutorials are designed to both discuss class material, but also to help you along with the 
research portion of this project. 

 

Item % Date 

Participation 25 Ongoing 

Annotated Bibliography and Proposal 20 8 October 

Research Paper - Final Draft 30 28 November 

Final Exam 25 TBA 

 Instructor 

What is this course about? 

Important Key Dates and Mark Breakdown 



 

 

 
 

 
There are no textbooks to purchase for this course. 
 
However, all readings are available through the UW Library’s E-Reserves System. If you 
have trouble accessing them, please let me know immediately. 
 

 
You should have your readings done by the Thursday of each week. The first class of 
each week will be mostly me talking. In the second class, I’ll certainly lecture a bit, but will 
also be looking to discuss the course readings. 
 
We’ll also discuss course readings in tutorial. 
 
If you ever find you’re having trouble speaking up or letting me know that you’ve read the 
material, don’t worry. Just send me an e-mail or drop by in office hours. 

Week Date Topic Reading Tutorial 

1 10/12 
September 

Course Introduction: 
What is Modern Canada 
and Catching us Up to 1945 

No Readings No tutorials! 

2 17/19 
September 

Cold War Canada Andrew Burtch, 
“Armageddon on 
Tour.” 
 
Gary Kinsman, 
“Character 
Weaknesses and 
Fruit Machines.” 

No tutorials! 

3 24/26 
September 

The Baby Boom 
Generation 

Doug Owram, 
“Hope I Die Before 
I Get Old.” 
 
Mary Louise Adams, 
“Manipulating 
Innocence.” 

26 September: 
Introduction and 
Research Methods: 
“How to Find 
Sources for a HIST 
388 Proposal?” 

Texts and Resources 

Course Schedule 
 



 

 

Week Date Topic Reading Tutorial 

4 1/3 
October 

Canadian Cultural 
Nationalism 

Paul Litt, “The 
Massey 
Commission, 
Americanization, 
and Canadian 
Cultural 
Nationalism.” 
 

3 October:  
Introduction and 
Research Methods: 
“How to Find 
Sources for a HIST 
388 Proposal?” 

5 8/10 
October 

Race and Ethnicity in 
Modern Canada 
 
ASSIGNMENT #1 
PROPOSAL DUE ON 8 
OCTOBER 

Jennifer Nelson, 
“The Space of 
Africville.” 
 
Constance 
Backhouse, “Bitterly 
Disappointed.” 

10 October: Postwar 
Canada Discussion 

6 15/17 
October 

Counter-Cultures Marcel Martel, 
“They Smell Bad, 
Have Diseases and 
Are Lazy.” 
 
Stuart Henderson, 
“Toronto’s Hippie 
Disease.” 

17 October: Postwar 
Canada Discussion 

7 22/24 
October 

Feminism 
 

Nancy Adamson, 
“Feminists, 
Libbers, Leftists, 
and Radicals.” 
 
Christabelle Sethna 
and Steve Hewitt, 
“Clandestine 
Operations.” 

24 October: 
Discussion and 
Research Methods: 
Working with 1960s 
Primary Sources 



 

 

Week Date Topic Reading Tutorial 

8 29/31 
October 

Modern Canadian Foreign 
Policy 

Kevin Spooner, 
“Just West of 
Neutral.” 
 
Ryan M. Touhey, 
“Dealing in Black 
and White: The 
Diefenbaker 
Government and 
the Cold War in 
South Asia 1957–
1963.” 
 

31 October: 
Discussion and 
Research Methods: 
Working with 1960s 
Primary Sources 

9 5/7 
November 

Postwar Quebec: The Quiet 
Revolution and Beyond 
 
 

Sean Mills, 
“Empire, 
Democracy, and 
Montreal.” 
 
Pierre Vallieres, 
“The White 
Niggers of 
America.” 
 

7 November: War 
Measures Act: Was it 
Justified? 

10 12/14 
November 

First Nations 
 

Bryan Palmer, “The 
Discovery of the 
‘Indian.’” 

14 November: War 
Measures Act: Was it 
Justified? 

11 19/21 
November 

The 1980s and Beyond 
 
In lieu of 19 November’s 
class, I want to schedule 
quick 10-15 minute 
meetings with each of 
you to make sure your 
final paper is going well. 

Janine Brodie, “The 
‘Free Trade’ 
Election.” 
 
Ian McKay and 
Jamie Swift, “War 
and Peace and 
Paper Cranes.” 
 

21 November: 
Course Review and 
Study 

12 26/28 
November 

Thinking about History 
Today (are we still in 
‘Modern Canada’?) and 
Course Conclusion 
 
FINAL ESSAY DUE 

(Very) Short 
Readings TBA 
 

28 November: 
Course Review and 
Study 



 

 

Week Date Topic Reading Tutorial 

FINAL EXAM during EXAM PERIOD 

 
 

 
The First Rule of All Assignments: If in doubt, ask.  
 
Participation (20%): Students are expected to be actively involved in lecture and tutorial 
discussions. I expect you to: 

• Attend class regularly with the readings completed 
• Make a conscientious effort to learn and explore course themes and concepts 
• If you ever have a question, feel struck, or if anything arises - don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Annotated Bibliography/Proposal (20%): Due 8 October, this assignment lays the 
groundwork for your final research paper. For this, you need to do the following: 

a. Pick a topic that interests you: In cooperation with me, let’s figure out what you’re 
interested in. Is it food history? Youth history? The Cold War?  

b. Write a 500 word (two page) write-up, in which you should:  

i. Introduce your topic (what do you want to study?) 

ii. Introduce a (very) tentative thesis: What will your paper argue, based on the 
eight sources that you have found? 

iii. Introduce a tentative structure: How might you structure your paper? This 
is to give me a sense of where your thoughts are on the project. 

c. Find at least four primary and four secondary sources related to your topic and 
provide an ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

i. We will discuss what this in class, and provide a few different places to look. Some 
initial places: 

1. CBC Archives 

2. Newspaper Archives 

3. NFB Films 

4. Internet Archive 

5. Library and Archives Canada 

6. UW Library 

 Assignments 



 

 

ii. For each source, provide a citation for it. And then a write-up for each 
source. Make sure to adequately describe what the source is and why it 
matters for your paper.  

 

Research Paper: This assignment is your final research paper for the course. It must be 12-
15 pages. In this assignment, make sure you do the following: 

a. Have a strong introductory paragraph: make sure you have a thesis, and clearly 
outline the arguments that will follow. 

b. Support your argument with primary and secondary sources 

c. Have a conclusion that wraps up your essay. Don’t just restate your introduction! 
Maybe your paper raises more questions, or future research? Maybe it could be useful 
for people in the government today? What findings do you have? 

Due 28 November in class (30%). 
 
And then, we have a FINAL EXAM (20%). Held during the exam period, this will be a 
two-hour final exam covering all course themes and concepts. A review session will be held 
in the last week of class. 
 
 

 
Important Course Policies 
 

Late policy: 5% a day. If you are submitting a late assignment, e-mail it to me and bring a hard copy to 
our next class. I will ‘stop the clock’ based on when your e-mail is stamped. 

 

E-Mail Policy: I will attempt to answer all e-mails within one business day. (most Saturdays as well, but 
Sundays I try to turn my e-mail off). Make sure I know who you are - i.e. sign your e-mails. Please also 
include a greeting (i.e. “Hi Professor Milligan”) and a salutation, (i.e. Thanks, Jane Smith).  

 

Technology in the Classroom: Appropriate use of laptops, smartphones, etc. is acceptable as long 
as it dovetails with our objectives of respectful and comprehensive learning. You’re all adults. However, do 
not disturb your classmates: if you’re the sort of person who needs to check Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
constantly, please sit at the back of the room.  

 

Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 
Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 
with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 

 Rules 



 

 

 

Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., 
plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the 
course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 
Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline 
if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals,  
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
 
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
 
Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 
 


